A RESOURCE TO THE UAE

It's been five months since Professor Tod A. Laursen took the reigns as Khalifa University of Science Technology
and Research's (Kustar) president and he is forging ahead with ambitious plans. These plans include key
partnerships with government and international institutions, aggressively recruiting faculty, a medical school and
programmes in nanotechnology, engineering civil security among others. The institution recently held its first
graduation ceremony, where Laursen explained his vision for the university. Laursen, a mechanical engineer by
training, spent 18 years as a faculty member at Duke University in North Carolina before joining Khalifa in August
last year. As Middle East countries are rapidly diversifying their economies to move beyond oil and gas to
knowledge-based economies, higher education with a focus on technology, research and innovation are seen as
key to that transition experts say. In the UAE, Khalifa University is among those institutions that seek to produce
graduates and knowledge that meet the country's needs.
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